Promyelocytic blast crisis of chronic myelogenous leukaemia with translocations (9;22) and (15;17).
The promyelocytic blast crisis is a rare form of transformation during the evolution of chronic myeloid leukaemia (CML). We report a case of promyelocytic blast crisis with t(15;17) in addition to t(9;22). The morphology and immunophenotype of the blasts were similar to those seen in acute promyelocytic leukaemia (APL). The t(15;17) was confirmed by FISH. The patient had evidence of coagulopathy with clinical and laboratory findings of disseminated intravascular coagulation (DIC). This report highlights the importance of correlating the results of multiple diagnostic methods in order to establish a correct diagnosis of the promyelocytic blast crisis of CML.